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Project Location

Bonnie Park @

Mill Stream Run 
Reservation

City of Strongsville



Need Identified

• Extreme woody debris jam across river

• Partial attainment of East Branch Rocky River 
(white circle)



East Branch Rocky River
• Impairments – Lowhead dam, lack of riparian buffer, 

disconnected floodplain

Lowhead dam Mowed to river edge

No riparian buffer



Nearby wetlands & opportunities

Vernal pool reference site

Unused ball field

Poorly drained soil



Stormwater mgt opportunities

Underutilized pavement

Mowed swale

Poorly designed box culvert



Due Diligence

• Sediment sampling

• Fish sampling

• Instream habitat evaluation

• Macroinvertebrate sampling



Conceptual Design

River Wetland Stormwater



Historical Resources

• Site of Old Albion

• Dam was associated with mill complex

• WPA stone walls line river

• Bridge abutments



Grant Application

Water Resources Restoration Sponsor Program (WRRSP) through

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

• Restore 2-3 acres of wetland

• Remove lowhead dam (entirely or partially)

• Restore 3,400 linear feet of river channel

•$1,880,239.65



Grant scope includes:
• Partial or complete dam removal
• Instream restoration
• Floodplain connection
• Riparian buffer enhancement
• Create emergent wetlands
• Stormwater management improvement

Outside grant scope, but included in 
request:
• Natural surface trail along river
• Incorporate fishing areas
• Provide viewing deck

Criteria Document



Long-term protection

Environmental Covenant

• 70 acres
• Protects existing high-quality 

wetlands
• Protects restoration investment



• Award design-build contract: August 2018
• Design: Sept 2018 – March 2019
• Construction: April 2019 – January 2020

• In partnership with:

Schedule


