Cleveland Metroparks

Edgewater Park

The Beginning
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Scene at Brookside Park, Cleveland, Ohio.

Brookside
Park c 1910
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Scene at Garheld Park, Cleveland, Ohio.

\ Garfield Park ¢ 1910
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MORE ROOM FOR
LAKE BATHERS

e -

City’s Facilities Inadequate—
New Bathhouse to be Built
- at Edgewater.

‘Beaoh May Eventually be Es
tablished at the Foot
of grle Street.

Cleveland’s hathing beaches are be-
ing patronized to a larger extent this
season than eover before, say the offi-
clals of the park department, who have
supervision over the beaches at Gordon
and Hdgewater parks. Lake bathing,
they assert, is daily becoming more
popular and in view of this fact plans
for oaring for the natural growth of
the oity with the inoreased demand for
bathing faollitles are already belng
talked of,

The oity now has one exoellent bath-
house, that at Gordon park. The one

at BEdgewater 18 nothing less than a
makeshift, while the privately owned
house at the same place is little bet-
ter, Tacilities there are very poor,

Recently & demand has been made
that a bathing beach and a bath-|
house be established at the foot of
Hrie street.

“A new bathhouse in Hdgewater
park will be our first consideration,”
was the reply of Member Leslie of

the hoard of public service. “And we

should arrange to have this new house
in service next season, Figures that
I have jJust received show in no un-
ocertain manner the popularity of the
sport and the need of better facilities
at Hdgewater.

“At Gordon park for the past few
days the average attendance at the
bathhouse, which means oalls for
bathing suits or rooms, has been
cloge to H00. Lacking as it is in prop-
or faoilities, the attendance at Hdge-
water has heen half of that, while the
private bathhouse people probably did
a8 much business as was done at Gor-
don park."

Katimates, based on figures already
on hand, indicate that fully 35,000
people will take dips in old Lake Erje
from beaches under the supervision of
the park department this summer.
These estimates give to the - Gordon
park beach an attendance of 24,000,
while it 1s expeoted that 11,000 will
take advantage of the opportunities
offered at the municipal bathhouse at
Ildgewater.

The average dally attendance at
Gordon park is estimated at about
826, while that at Edgewater I8 not
far from 150. Of this number there
ls an average of about 166 bathers
at Gordon park, who own their own
sults, while the average at Edgewater
park is 62, The city charges a rental
of 10 cents for suits and rooms, while
a charge of only § ceuts is made for
& room. The largest number of peo-
ple visit the bathing beaches in the
evenings, although the number of ear-
ly morning visitors is surprising.

Cleveland
Leader
1905



Plans for the new bathhouse




Edgewater Parkway 1909
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May Day Celebration

1906 CSU
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Children’s Romping Day
at Edgewater Park

The Children’'s romping day next Saturday at Edgewater Park, Con-

rad Mizer promises, will be the greatest event of the season for the lit-
tle people of Cleveland. The large open field will accommodate sport of all
kinds for everybody, and all are invited to enter into the games that are
being provided for by the Public Park Concert Committee.

Clevelantd’s Juvenile Band, composed of boys ranging from twelve to
twenty years in age, will delight the youngsters with music, and the
Hruby Bros. will play duets and solos on their cornets. '

There will be water sports, such as tub races:and swimming contests

from 1 till 3 o‘clock, when the field contests will begin. A special prize
will be given to the lad flying the best kite of his own make.

Conrad Mizer, who will have charge of the day, will be assisted by
Mr. Adams, of the Hiram House, who will have charge of the games.

Mr, Willlam Ward, a youth of seventy-six years, will be the judge
of the kite contest. He invites every body in the city to show his ingenui-
ty in making a kite. He will bring a kite of his own make, patterned
after the style of those he made sixty-five years ago in New'burg. There
will - be plenty of room to fly hundreds of kites, and the contest will
prove very interesting. Foot balls, base balls, and bats, jumping ropes,
running hoops, and bathing suits will be the prizes.

One of the most amusing contests for girls will be picking pennies with
their teeth from swinging apples. Liast year twenty thousand children
and grown people attended the romping day, and if the weather is fine
next Saturday Edgewater Park will agaln witness mirth and fun such
as is seen on no other day in the year.
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POLICE T STOP BATHING
Sanitary Officers Or;{;zred td Sewer
Outlet, Near O0ld White City.

Sanitary police are to he =tationed
by the health department salong the
lake front Jjust west of ths Intercepting
sewer outlet near the old White City
grounds to prevent bathing in the lake
at this point.

Secretary Ford decldsd on thles ster
yvesterday as 1t has been found that the
lake front is belng used by bathers at
points where sewage contamination i
the most pronounced.

The health hoard has taken no fina'
actlon on the qusestion of using Gordor
park beach but it i3 probable Dr. Forc
will recommend that bathing be pro-
hiblted on days when the wind is {rotr
the northeast when sewage is mogs

lkkely to be horne to the park bathing
beach.

L]

July 2, 1912 CPD

BEACH WL OPEN
UFLLCHLORIWATED

Gordoﬁ Park Bathing Stretch,
With Plenty of Disinfect-
ant, About Ready.

Musical Program Will Mark
Opening on Monday
Night.

Gordon park bathlng beach will be
reopened to the public Monday,
Cleveland day, ag-the only ‘chlor-
inated beach known.

‘While work on the bath house is
being rushed chlorine pipes are he-
ing lald from the small shed on the
enbankment near the greenhouse to
Doan brook. The chlorine will be let-
Into the pipes at the shed and will
mix with the waters of the brook at
a point near-by. -

In the opinfon of City Sanitary En-
gineer Pratt_ chlorination . of the
waters of the brook will make bath-
ing at Gordon park beach perfectly
safe.

The reopening will be marked by a
musical program Monday evening.
Sport Director McGinty has arranged
to have Wallace's vocal orchestra at
the bath house pavilion from 7:30 to
9:30 p. m. Concerts will be given
every evening at the same time
throughout the week.

Atbig crowd is expected at Gordon
parlt Monday afternoon and evening

as the municipal basket pleric is

scheduled for this park. -~In the
morning there will be & parade of
city departments, Arrangements for
the parade were completed yvesterday.
Every city department will be repre-
sented. .

There' will he regular city pqllce.
firemdan, sanitary police, white wings,
paving gangs and other city employes
in the parade. The playgrounds will
have a number of big floats.

U— ¥

July 20, 1912
CPL




M verlin

LEVELAND is to have tho fimt monu-
ment {o Richard Wagner, tho com-
poscr, in America. It is also to bo the

second full lnngm statue of tho great

musician in cxistonce, tho other being at
1Moronce.

furm Zrom uslikoly. Royes, who maty bo considurad

his monument is being orected by tho

Goethe-Sehiller ver Tt will be unveiled

probably Oct. 1, in Mdgownlor or us

Hoon I.lm-cn![\-l as the stone xutting can he

completed, Tho cost is to be wove than

¥5,000, and tho subseription was sturted
moro than 4 yenr ago,

erman N. Matzen, an instructor at the

elnnd Art school, was engaged to muke

the model, after several artists on the con-
tinent had failed to satisfy the committee.

The statue is to he a full longth reprosent-

afion of Wagner, elad in the long clonk

il eap which he always wore. Owing to

his extremely short stature, it s said o

statue hus never belore hoen attemptod in

anything but a bust. The Gocthe-Schillor

Tichard Wagnor, enllod tho originktor of the music-dramas, and tho grontost of musical eom-

vis born at Toipsig, Moy 22, 1803, died in 1883, Ifo was tho ninth ehild of Karl Friod-
und Johanan Rosing Berte Wagnor. The fathor, who way a clorke of tho Frouch
polive eourt during (he Fronch peeupntion of Loipzig, died five mouths aftor Richard’s birth, Tt
wig from this parent that Wagner Iuborited his love of niusie and the drama. Tho fathor was do-
voled to poetry nud the deama and fond of amnkour neting. Richard Wagnor first bocame & pro-
.‘l'mu‘nllml musician u¢ tho ago of twonly when ho uceopted the position of chorus mastor at Wurs.
UK.

Ilo has baeu the Tuvorile composor of Gormuny, at homo n
o 1 first played in Amerien by tho trvoling Cormanin orehostra, which camo to this sountry
in 1818, Theie repertor dod Uio **Relnzi ™ and ¢Tuunhouser? ovorturos. The first production
of & Wngner opera in Americn wne a¢ tho Stadt thuator, Now York, whero, April, 1850, Dergmaun
conduetod with thy romaius of & dofunct opora eompnny a8 vrincipuls aud  chorus from the Arlon
socloly.

in this country, for yours. His

and Dedlica

1w’ tion of the Firet
Monument fo the

Great Composer in
This Countr

soceity first intended to follow this prece
dent, but was nnable to find a model whicl
suited thom,

The largest chorus’ which ever sang i
Cleveland will attend the unveiling exer

cises, It will consist of practically all o
the Qerman singing societies’ in the eity
many ‘church choirs, and individuals no
affliated with either of these. Adolp!
Licsogang, the director of the musical pro
gram, suys that thero will ba more than 60
voices, malo and female. An orchestra o

WAGN [n i
FRIEDRICH,
PWES\DENT OF
BCHIL\-ER

) nmugbAgm
" of the Goethe

\ Jehiller Verern, 1s

Soon to Jee the Un

STATUL -

seventy-five pieces has also been arranged

,.Q
5
i

The program will consist of the overture
from *'Rienzi,” followed hy the unveiling
of the statue. Dr. Martin Friederich, presi-
dent of the Goethe-Schiller verein, will
formally present the statue to the eity of

leveland, ~ Mayor Herman Bachr will
make’ the speech of acceptance. Thin will
Dbe followed by the chorus from ‘‘Tann-
. ‘hatiger,” sung by the mass eliorus, ageom.
panied by the orchestra.

The address in German will be made by

- Emil Knrpnwsky, fo]lowmg Which wnll

come & from the

by the chorus and orchestra. Judge W. A.
Babcoek of the common pleas court will
make the address in English. The pro-
gram will close with an ode to Wagner,
composed, by Carl Lorenz. It will be sung
to the tune of ‘ America.’

‘The Goethe-Schiller verein was organ-
ized several years ago and erccted the
Goethe-Schiller statue in Wade park. With
the erection of this statue the original so-
ciety passed out of existence, but from it
was orgn.nmd & literary and social society,
whigh, two 'years ago, agnm organized into
the ' Goethe-Sehiller verein permanently,

ADOLPH LEVSEGANG!
DIRECTOR OF
THE CHORUS.

SCULPTOR AT WORK ON THE STATUE~






. Edgewater Beach
1922 CPL
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Edgewater Stables and Tool House Building
Plans, Frank Barnum, 1900. CM
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Edgewater Bath house 1936 CPL
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GEORGE E. CONDON

The West Side Riviera

Seme of the dzredevil motorists who
visk the West Shoreway every day tell me
it is really not a bad experience; that there
is, fact, a sense of exhiliration and accom-
plishment that goes with each journey suc-
cessfully maneuvered.

“The only thing,” con-:
fided one veteran driver, “is :
the after-effect. When you ar-
rive home, or the office, you
feel hot, flushed in the face
all let-down but that sensa
tion is a natural consequence.
It's the same effect you would
feel if you ran the rapids of 3
the Colorado River let's say.” i@

THE TRIP OVER the GEORGEE.
Shoreway has its highlights, CONDON
of course, and he singled out
the stretch of road which passes near
Edgewater Beach as the most suspenseful.
This is due to the fact that so many young
girls, ecasily visible from the Shoreway,
have taken to the Bikini-style bathing cos-
tume.

“My, my,” he chuckled, “you should
see some ol those cars suddenly veer out
of line and begin a wild zig-zag course as
they pass the beach area. It is really
funny.”

This particular driver is to be com-
mended for his sense of humor, obviously.
But when I tried to describe the bathhouse
that used to snuggle against the Iidgewater
Beach hillside, he howled and accused me
of putting him on with a fanciful story. As
if anything could be more fanciful than the
building that was torn down by an unsenti-
mental city administration in the im-
mediate postwar years?

The bathhouse at Edgewater was the
end of an era, and some people think it did
more than its share to kill the period in
which it {lourished. It was a hulking build-
ing executed in a kind of early Halloween

motiff which featured a kind of combined
Moroccan and Mexican architecture. The
top deck, while reofed in ved tile, was open
on fthe sides and very popular among
picnic lunchers and girl watchers,

Below decks, the city in socialistic in-
nocence operated a bathing suit concession
and provided communal dressing rooms
which were dank, fetid areas calculated to
discourage slow dressers. The kids who
rented suits at Edgewater bathhouse de-
veloped into quick-change artists, almost
every one of them. Those who didn’t make
it in. this field went into vaudeville as
baggy pants comedians, thanks to the big
push in this direction they got wearing
their rented bathing suits.

THE STORY BEIIIND the story is not
completely clear yet. but back around the
early 1920s, somebody in the administra-
tion of Mavor Fred Kohler apparently got
a terrifie bargain in bathing suits from a
manufacturer who wanted to clear his stock
and get out of the business. The suits were
one-piece jobs and made out of a mystery
fabric, half sandpaper and half sheet metal,
and they were real front pacers in the
stvle field. Words can't really describe
them adequately, but they, by conirast,
covered their subjects so completely as
fo blot them out of sight. These were bath-
ing suits with a top and a bottom, daringly
designed with a miniskirt that flared out
at the hips and fell down about mid-thigh
length, partly covering the panis that
dropped on {o the knee< As if this were
not distraction enough, the city had printed
across the chest, in white block leiters, “C
of C.” Nobody was going lo steal a munic-
ipal suit and get away with it easily!

The only trouble with the city-owned
bathing drawers was that once they got
soaked with water, they got so heavy they
pulled the swimmer under. We lost an
awful lot of swimmers with rented bathing
suits at Edgewater in those days.

Plain Dealer
July 12, 1967



Dansa
by artist Charles Ginnever
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Gordon Park 1938 CSU




Thank You!
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Encyclopedia of Cleveland History
Cleveland Metroparks
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